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S P E C I A L  E D I T O R I A L S

Impact factor of the Netherlands Journal of Medicine >1!

The impact factor (IF) is an important measure to estimate 
the scientific standard and ranking of a biomedical journal 
in the international field. In 2001, the former editor had 
already expressed his hope that the IF would exceed 
the level of 1.1 Since we took over the editorship of the 

Netherlands Journal of Medicine in 2002, we were faced with 
a change in publisher and a drop in the IF (see figure 1). We 
have worked hard to improve the standard of the journal, 
made the journal freely accessible on-line and introduced 
an on-line submission system in 2005.2,3 This has helped to 
make the journal more attractive and broaden its spectrum. 
We are proud to announce that our efforts have finally 
resulted in achieving the milestone of an IF >1.0 this year, 
for the first time in the journal’s 50-year history!

Anton Stalenhoef
Editor-in-Chief of the Netherlands Journal of Medicine
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figure 1. ISI impact factor of the Netherlands 
Journal of Medicine 1992-2006
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The Netherlands Journal of Medicine: 50 years old

In a meeting on 9 November 1957, the Nederlandsche 
Internisten Vereeniging (NIV; the Netherlands Association 
of Internal Medicine) decided to start a scientific journal 
for internists, which was called Folia Medica Neerlandica 
(FMN). During the first years the FMN was actively 
supported by the Vereeniging Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor 

Geneeskunde. At that time, there was ample discussion 
about the use of English as the language of the journal, 
but the conclusion was that it was one step too far at that 
moment. 
In February 1958 the first issue came out and it was 
planned to start as a quarterly journal. The first editorial 
board consisted of Dr Lindeboom as editor, assisted by 
Drs Drukker, Lopes Cardozo, Majoor and Pannekoek. 
A few months later Dr Zuidema joined the board.  
At the beginning, there was support from the USA by 

Drs Snapper, Van Eck and Heinemann, from Israel by 
Dr Groen and from Curacao by Dr Van der Sar. In 1973 
the name FMN was changed into the Netherlands Journal 

of Medicine.
The current editors intend to give special attention to 
the 50th birthday of the journal. We have invited our 
predecessors to write impressions about the history of the 
journal, which we will publish in the course of 2008.
The current editors thank all persons, authors and 
reviewers, who have contributed to the journal during the 
past 50 years. We congratulate the NIV administration and 
all the readers with such an old and at the same time such 
a young and vital journal.

Theo Thien
Associate editor of the Netherlands Journal of Medicine




