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PHOTO QUIZ

A 72-year-old patient with diarrhoea and
abdominal pain
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CASE REPORT

A 72-year-old diabetic male was referred by his general practitioner because of gradually increasing diarrhoea and abdominal
pain over several days. On examination, he had mild acidotic breathing, and he appeared slightly dehydrated. The abdomen
was distended and tender on palpation. Blood chemistry revealed slight derangement of his diabetes, and a neutrophil
count of 12 x 107/], liver enzymes were slightly elevated (ASAT 6o, ALAT 770 UJ/l). During clinical observation, symptoms
worsened, and a plain abdominal radiograph was performed (figure 1).

WHAT IS YOUR DIAGNOSIS?

See page 175 for the answer to this photo quiz.

Figure 1
Plain abdominal (antero-posterior) radiograph in supine position
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